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Engler named him to Michigan’s Bilateral 
Trade Team to the Ukraine. 

Mr. Duzyj cared deeply about higher edu-
cation. He and Olga donated $100,000 to es-
tablish a fund at Harvard University to enable 
the Ukrainian Institute to publish significant 
works on the history of the Ukraine. He also 
published several books about Ukrainian his-
tory, geography, and the Ukrainian genocide 
of 1932–33. In 2005 he was honored as 
Ukrainian of the Year by the Ukrainian Grad-
uates of Detroit and Windsor for the role he 
played in the business community, with higher 
education and his church. 

The experiences Mr. Duzyj endured early in 
life and the triumphs and selflessness he dis-
played through his entire life are truly inspira-
tional. Mr. Duzyj is a shining example of what 
the American success story is all about. 
Today, I join with Mr. Duzyj’s family, friends 
and the extended family of the Ukrainian com-
munity, in both mourning his loss, celebrating 
his life and honoring him for all the good work 
he did for others. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, due to unforeseen circumstances, I 
unfortunately missed one recorded vote on the 
House floor on Wednesday, February 25, 
2009. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall vote No. 84 (On Ordering the 
Previous Question to H. Res. 184). 
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TRIBUTE TO NEW MOUNT MORIAH 
INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to honor New Mount Moriah Inter-
national Church for 20 years of service to the 
greater Pontiac community. New Mount 
Moriah International Church was organized on 
April 9, 1989 by Pastor Richard Leaks, Jr. in 
Pontiac Michigan and on April 16, 1989 held 
its first service at the Bowen Center in Pon-
tiac, with forty-nine faithful chartering mem-
bers. 

On April 7, 1990, the membership unani-
mously elected Bishop William H. Murphy, Jr. 
as pastor. Under his capable leadership, New 
Mount Moriah International Church has flour-
ished and is now home to over fifteen hundred 
active members and is still growing. New 
Mount Moriah International Church now con-
sists of three locations; their charter location in 
Pontiac a beautiful facility at 313 East Walton 
Boulevard, one in Detroit, and a third newest 
location in Mt. Clemens. 

Madam Speaker, the positive impact of the 
New Mount Moriah faith community can be 
seen across the greater Pontiac area in more 
ways than we can count, and we can expect 
many more years of success from this won-
derful institution. 

NATIONAL MALL REVITALIZATION 
AND DESIGNATION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the National Mall Revitalization 
and Designation Act. The National Mall is one 
of Washington’s best known and most treas-
ured sites, but also is the District’s most ne-
glected and undervalued. The Mall lacks ev-
erything that a majestic natural wonder de-
serves, from an official identity to necessary 
amenities. My bill (1) authorizes the National 
Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) to offi-
cially designate and expand the boundaries of 
the Mall and (2) requires the Secretary of the 
Interior to submit a plan to enhance visitor en-
joyment and cultural experiences within 180 
days of passage of the bill. 

I worked closely with NCPC and other agen-
cies in framing the bill. It would give the NCPC 
the responsibility and the necessary flexibility 
to designate the Mall area for the first time 
since its creation and to expand the Mall area 
when appropriate. The bill requires the NCPC, 
to accommodate future commemorative works 
and cultural institutions, working with key fed-
eral and local agencies, and with participation 
from the public and recognized national lead-
ers in culture and development. 

Frustrated at continually fighting off pro-
posals for new monuments, museums, and 
memorials, on the crowded Mall space, I 
asked the NCPC to devise a Mall preservation 
plan five years ago. In 2003, Congress 
amended the Commemorative Works Act to 
enact the NCPC’s designation of a no-build 
zone where no new memorials can be built. 
This action was helpful in quelling some but 
by no means all of the demand from groups 
and individuals for placement on what they 
view as the Mall. The bill spells out the need-
ed authority to preserve the no-build zone 
while expanding the mall to accommodate 
commemorative works. 

The NCPC and the Commission on Fine 
Arts (FAC) are working on the National Capital 
Framework Plan and already have shown they 
can identify sites near the existing Mall which 
are suitable for new memorials, including East 
Potomac Park, a part of the Mall area that is 
seldom viewed as integral to the more familiar 
space between the Capitol and the Lincoln 
Memorial; Banneker Overlook, the grounds 
around RFK Stadium, the Kennedy Center 
Plaza site and the new South Capitol gate-
ways. Five new prestigious memorials are 
scheduled for such sites, including the Eisen-
hower Memorial and the U.S. Air Force Me-
morial. 

I appreciate that NCPC and the FAC work 
closely with the District of Columbia in desig-
nating off-Mall sites for new monuments. The 
District welcomes the expanded Mall into ap-
propriate neighborhoods, enhancing the work 
of the District of Columbia government and 
local organizations such as Cultural Tourism 
that offer historic tours of District neighbor-
hoods in developing the tourism that is vital to 
the city’s economy. Additional Mall sites for 
various monuments also complement the cre-
ation of entire new neighborhoods now under-
way near the Mall particularly the District’s re-
development of the Southwest waterfront and 

my own work on the Southeast Federal Cen-
ter, now known as The Yards, that is to be-
coming a mixed use public-private develop-
ment and waterfront park. 

A second and important goal of the bill is to 
make the Mall a living, breathing, active place 
where things happen and visitors can be com-
fortable. The bill seeks to achieve this vi-
brancy by requiring the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to submit a plan, in consultation with the 
appropriate federal agencies, and leaders in 
culture and development and the public, to 
‘‘enhance visitor enjoyment, amenities, cultural 
experiences in and the vitality of (the National 
Mall).’’ Bordered by world class cultural institu-
tions, the Mall itself has been reduced to a 
lawn with only a few—too few—ordinary 
benches and a couple of fast food restaurants. 
The Mall lacks the most basic amenities ap-
propriate to such an area including restrooms, 
shelter and informal places to gather and in-
teresting places to eat. When it rains, there 
are no places to stay dry on the Mall and 
when the humidity reaches sky high, there are 
few places to rest and have a cold drink. Nev-
ertheless, in writing this bill I was compelled to 
recognize today’s reality that funds to make 
the Mall the 21st century destination it de-
serves to become are simply not available, 
and will not become available in the near fu-
ture until the deficit and other priorities make 
room. Yet, the Mall needs a total makeover for 
the 21st century to be worthy of L’Enfant’s vi-
sion for the city he planned and the MacMillan 
Plan that is largely responsible for the space 
between the Capitol and the Lincoln Memorial 
that is known today as the Mall. However, we 
must move now to begin to do all we can to 
rescue this space from its present dull and 
uninviting condition, damaged by heavy use 
and often used as no more than a pass- 
through, despite its magnificent potential. With 
the necessary imagination, a plan to make the 
Mall a welcoming place with cultural and other 
amenities envisioned by the bill is achievable 
now. 

I am pleased that Chip Akridge and the 
Trust for the National Mall have embarked 
upon an ambitious fundraising effort to bring 
the private sector into the revitalization of the 
National Mall. The Congress started to do its 
part last year when, at my request, Chairman 
GRIJALVA held the first hearing in decades on 
the National Mall and this bill, and in FY10 
Congress included $10 million for the sinking 
Jefferson Memorial and $135 million above 
2008, to continue the 10 year initiative to up-
grade our National Parks before the 100th an-
niversary of the National Park Service in 2016. 
The National Park Service is also prepared to 
meet the requirements of this bill as they 
progress on their own National Mall plan and 
the National Capitol Planning Commission with 
its final National Capitol Framework plan on 
April 2nd, 2009. The private sector, the execu-
tive and legislative branch all recognize the 
need for repair and revitalization of our Na-
tional Mall and no event signified the need like 
the largest gathering in the Mall’s history with 
almost two million people at President 
Obama’s inauguration. 

The Mall Designation and Revitalization Act 
is the first step in an effort to begin to give the 
Mall its due after decades of neglect and indif-
ference. The bill begins at the beginning—de-
fining for the first time what we mean by the 
Mall, allowing for expansion of its natural con-
tours, and taking the first steps to breathe life 
into a space that is meant for people to enjoy. 
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